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Turkish Data Protection Authority Issues Announcement on Processing Location
Data During COVID-19 Outbreak

Recent Development

On April 9, 2020, the Personal Data Protection Authority ("DPA") issued an announcement on the processing of
location data and mobility tracking during the COVID-19 outbreak. The DPA regarded location data as personal
data and stated that the processing of location data by public institutions and organizations in the scope of
public health measures complies with the Law on Personal Data Protection ("Law"). The DPA's announcement
is available online here (in Turkish).

What's New?

The DPA stated that data subjects' health, location and contact information are processed through mobile
applications and other mediums with the purpose of detecting infected citizens; mapping the spread of COVID-
19; quarantine measures; monitoring quarantined citizens; curfew implementation; and detection of crowded
areas in order to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

According to Article 28 of the Law, provisions of the Law do not apply to the data processing activities in the
scope of preventive, protective and intelligence acts of the competent public authorities and institutions to
ensure public safety and public order. In cases of threats to public order and safety such as pandemics, the
DPA assessed that public authorities and organizations' data processing activities, such as ensuring the
isolation of COVID-19 positive citizens; detection of crowded areas through location data; and developing
adequate measures fall within the scope of the foregoing exception.

The DPA underlined the sensitive nature of the personal data collected, and expressed that the relevant public
authorities and organizations must take the necessary technical and organizational measures to ensure data
protection, and delete or destroy the data they collected when the processing purposes no longer exist.

Conclusion

Turkey continues to take active steps to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. All data controllers must carry out
their data processing activities during the COVID-19 outbreak in accordance with the Law and the guidance of
the DPA, and closely follow the DPA's announcements and explanations in this regard.

Please stay up to date with further developments through the Esin Attorney Partnership Coronavirus
Helpdesk.
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Kisisel Verileri Koruma Kurumu'ndan COVID-19 ile Micadele Surecinde Konum
Verilerinin Islenmesine lligkin Duyuru

Yeni Gelismeler

Kisisel Verileri Koruma Kurumu ("Kurum"), 9 Nisan 2020 tarihli duyurusunda COVID-19 ile miicadele slrecinde
konum verilerinin islenmesi ve kisilerin hareketliliklerinin izlenmesi hakkinda bilinmesi gerekenleri agikladi.
Kurum, konum verilerinin kigisel veri niteligine deginerek bu verilerin yetkili kamu kurum ve kuruluslarinin kamu
sagligini koruma amagli tedbirleri kapsaminda islenmesinin Kisisel Verileri Koruma Kanunu'na ("Kanun") aykiri
olmadigini belirtti. Kurum'un duyurusuna buradan ulasabilirsiniz.

Kurum Ne Diyor?

Kurum, COVID-19 yayillimini énlemek amaciyla mobil uygulamalar vb. yontemlerle; hastaligi tasiyanlarin
tespiti, virlisiin yayillma haritasinin ¢ikariimasi, karantina uygulamalari, karantinaya alinanlarin kontroll, sokaga
ctkma yasaginin uygulanmasi ve kalabalik yerlerin tespiti gibi amaclarla ilgili kisilerin saglik, konum ve iletisim
bilgileri gibi kisisel verilerin islendigini belirtti.

Kanun'un 28. maddesi uyarinca kamu gtivenligi ve kamu diizenini saglamaya yonelik olarak yetkili kamu kurum
ve kuruluglari tarafindan 6nleyici, koruyucu ve istihbari faaliyetler kapsaminda yuratilen kigisel veri isleme
faaliyetleri, Kanun uygulamasinin disinda birakilmistir. Kurum, salgin hastalik gibi kamu diizeni ve kamu
glvenligini tehdit eden durumlarda COVID-19 pozitif kisilerin izolasyonlarinin temin edilmesi, konum verileri
vasitasiyla kalabalik alanlarin tespiti ve bu kapsamda énlemler gelistiriimesi amaciyla yetkili kurum ve
kuruluglarca gercgeklestirilen isleme faaliyetlerinin de s6z konusu istisna kapsaminda degerlendirilecegini belirtti.

Bununla beraber Kurum, toplanan verilerin hassasiyetinin altini ¢gizerek ilgili kurum ve kuruluslarin kisisel
verilerin guvenligini saglamaya yonelik gerekli teknik ve idari tedbirleri almasi ve isleme amaglarinin ortadan
kalkmasini takiben bu verilerin silmeleri veya yok etmeleri gerekecegini ifade etti.

Sonug¢
COVID-19 salgininin é6nlenmesine iliskin galismalar hizla devam ediyor. Tim veri sorumlulari, COVID-19 salgini
surecindeki veri isleme faaliyetlerini Kanun hikimlerine ve Kurum'un yénlendirmelerine uygun olarak

gergeklestirmeli ve Kurum'un bu konudaki duyuru ve agiklamalarini takip etmelidir.

COVID-19 salgini ile ilgili hukuki diizenlemelerle ilgili bilgilere Esin Avukatlik Ortakligi Coronavirus
Masasi'ndan ulasabilirsiniz.
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