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COVID-19: New Legislation on Public Rents and Occupancy Fees (Ecrimisil) to
Mitigate the Economic Effects of the Pandemic

Recent Development

The Law No. 7244 on Mitigating the Effects of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic on Economic and
Social Life and the Amendments to Certain Laws (“Law”) was published in the Official Gazette No. 31102 on
April 17, 2020.

What’s New?

In order to reduce the negative economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, public receivables can be
postponed and rents can be waived for properties that fall within the scope of the Law.

e Businesses that are tenants of municipalities, provincial special administrations, provincial special
administrations’ subsidiaries and local administrative associations, and whose activities are interrupted
or that are unable to operate are exempt from paying their leases for the duration of their inability to
operate. In addition, municipalities are able to postpone for three months the water bills of residences
and of workplaces whose activities were interrupted or that are unable to operate. The city council can
extend the postponement period for up to six months.

e Municipalities, provincial special administrations, provincial special administrations’ subsidiaries and
local administrative associations can postpone the collection of sale fees, occupancy fees and leases of
their own immovable properties for their tenants and owners whose activities or operations were not
interrupted. The institutions can postpone the fees occurred for three months starting from March 19,
2020. The Ministry of Environment and Urban Planning or the Ministry of Interior can extend this
postponement period up to six months, and the receivables are collected at the end of the postponement
period. The institutions collect the monthly payment incurred during the postponement period, but do not
charge interest or delay interest.

e The Ministry of Environment and Urban Planning can postpone the contractual fees and occupancy fees
for the treasury's immovable properties for April, May and June 2020. The Ministry of Environment and
Urban Planning can extend the postponement period up to six months and the receivables are collected
at the end of the postponement period. The institutions collect the monthly payment incurred during the
postponement period, but do not charge interest or delay interest.

e The Law also includes measure for tourism. Travel agencies do not have to pay the 2020 subscription
fee for the Travel Agencies Association. In addition, the Law allows travel agencies to transfer their
operation licenses.



Conclusion

The amendments aim to prevent cash flow problems that may arise due to the COVID-19 pandemic by
providing various lease and lease-related payment postponements and cancellations to businesses affected by
the pandemic. The amendments are important for many sectors, especially for tourism facilities located in the
southern Turkey.

Please stay up to date with further developments through the Esin Attorney Partnership Coronavirus
Helpdesk.

COVID-19: Salginin Ekonomik Etkilerini Onlemek Adina Kamu Kiralari ve Ecrimisil
Odemelerinde Yeni Olanaklar

Yeni Geligme

COVID-19 salgininin ekonomi tUzerindeki olumsuz etkilerini dnlemeyi amaglayan 7244 sayili Yeni Koronaviris
(Covid-19) Salgininin Ekonomik ve Sosyal Hayata Etkilerinin Azaltiimasi Hakkinda Kanun ile Bazi Kanunlarda
Degisiklik Yapilmasina Dair Kanun (“Kanun”) 31102 sayili Resmi Gazetede, 17 Nisan 2020’de yayinlanarak
yurarlige girdi.

Kanun’da Hangi Degisiklikler Yer Aliyor?

Kanun ile birlikte kimi kamu alacaklarinin ertelenmesinin yolu agiimig ve bazi kira bedellerinin tahsil
edilmeyecegi diizenlenmistir. Béylece COVID-19 salgininin ekonomik etkilerini azaltma yéninde atilan adimlar
glglendirilmistir.

e Bu dizenlemelerden ilki belediyelerin, il 6zel idarelerinin ve bunlara bagli kuruluslar ile bunlarin Gyesi
oldugu mahalli idari birliklerin taginmazlarinda kiraci olan ve faaliyetleri durdurulan veya faaliyette
bulunamayan igletmelere iliskindir. Kapsam dahilindeki kiracilardan faaliyette bulunamadiklari stire
boyunca kira bedeli alinmayacaktir. Ek olarak belediyeler, faaliyetleri durdurulan veya faaliyette
bulunamayan isyerleri ve konutlara iliskin su tiketim bedellerini G¢ ay erteleyebileceklerdir. Bu lg¢ aylik
surenin belediye meclislerince alti aya kadar uzatiimasi mimkundur

e Yukarida belirtilen kurumlar, isletmelerin faaliyetlerinin durdurulup, durdurulmadigina
bakmaksizin, kendi tasinmazlarinin satig, ecrimisil ve kiralama bedellerinin tahsilini erteleyebilecektir.
Erteleme, 19 Mart 2020 tarihinden itibaren Gg ay igerisinde yapilmasi gereken tahsilatlara iliskindir.
Cevre ve Sehircilik Bakanligi veya igigleri Bakanhigrnin bu (¢ aylik siireyi alti aya kadar uzatmasi
muUmkindur. Bu alacaklar ertelemenin sonunda ertelenen sire kadar aylik esit taksitlerle tahsil
edilecektir. Ayrica bu bedeller igin gecikme zammi ve faiz igletiimeyecektir.

« Ikinci diizenleme ise hazine tasinmazlarina iliskindir. Cevre ve Sehircilik Bakanligi, hazine
tasinmazlarina iligkin s6zlesmeler kapsaminda bu yilin Nisan, Mayis ve Haziran aylarinda tahsil edilmesi
gereken bedelleri ve ecrimisil ddemelerini Gg ay erteleyebilecektir. Cevre ve Sehircilik Bakanligi
tarafindan bu Ug aylik slrenin alti aya kadar uzatiimasi mimkindir. Bu alacaklar ertelemenin sonunda
ertelenen slre kadar aylik esit taksitlerle tahsil edilecektir. Ayrica bu bedeller icin gecikme zammi ve faiz
isletiimeyecektir.

e Kanun, turizm sektériine iligkin diizenlemeler de icermektedir. ilk olarak seyahat acentelerinin Seyahat
Acenteleri Birligine 2020 yil igin 6deyecekleri aidatlar tahsil edilmeyecektir. Buna ek olarak seyahat
acentelerine verilen isletme belgesinin devrine izin verilmigtir.

Sonug

Yapilan bu degisiklikler, COVID-19 salginindan etkilenen isletmelerin kira, satis ve ecrimisil 6demlerinde
erteleme yapilmasina olanak saglamis ve bazi kiralarin tahsilatini durdurmustur, boylece COVID-19 salginini
nedeniyle ortaya ¢ikabilecek nakit akisi problemlerinin 6niine gegmeyi amaclamistir. Bu degisiklikler basta
Tirkiye’nin giineyinde faaliyet gosteren turizm isletmeleri olmak lzere birgok sektdr igin dnemli imkanlari
beraberinde getirmistir.
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COVID-19 salgini ile ilgili hukuki diizenlemelerle ilgili bilgilere Esin Avukatlik Ortakligi Coronaviris
Masasi'ndan ulasabilirsiniz.
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